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One of my favorite artists is Lawrence Alma-Tadema, English painter of Dutch 
descent, popular in the Victorian era for his elaborately detailed depictions of 
ancient Greece, Rome, and Egypt. Simple Pleasures is a homage to  
Alma-Tadema. This was my first painting in oils and remains one of my 
favorites. My longtime friend and fellow artist, Steve Noyes, guided me in the 
painting process. For the printing, I moved to Dallas for a couple of weeks 
while Noyes patiently walked me through the process. Many corrections later, 
I had a print the same image size as the original that it matched identically in 
hue, value, and vibrance. 

Thanks, Steve.
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GREETINGS!

So much has changed since we published the last progress report for World 
Fantasy Convention 2020. Though the pandemic has derailed our plans for 
an in-person convention in Salt Lake City, we’re fortunate to live in a time 
when technology allows us to gather online. We have the honor of hosting 
the first ever Virtual World Fantasy Convention! Those who attended the 
first WFC back in 1975 probably couldn’t begin to imagine participating 
in a worldwide convention from the comfort of their homes. (Their science 
fiction contemporaries might have been able to envision it!) Our commit-
tee is working hard to make sure every detail of the virtual convention is 
exceptional.

What will a virtual WFC look like? Many of the traditional offerings you’ve 
come to expect will be transitioned to our online environment. We’ll 
host panel discussions and readings by the authors whose work is helping 
to shape the face of fantasy and horror fiction. You’ll meet your favorite 
authors and find new favorites as well. Then you’ll hop over to the Dealers’ 
Room to pick up those authors’ books, and maybe a piece of handcrafted 
jewelry. The virtual art show will feature the work of some extremely 
talented fantasy and horror artists. You’ll have an opportunity to meet them, 
to chat with them about their work, and even take a tour of their studios. 
You’ll find many opportunities to interact real-time with genre professionals 
and other fantasy enthusiasts in breakout rooms. And since the sessions will 
be recorded live, you don’t have to miss a single thing. No more trying to 
choose between two fascinating panels. Pick one to attend live, then watch 
the recording of the other at a time that’s convenient for you. 

What won’t we have? Food. If you want to enjoy filet mignon during the 
World Fantasy Award ceremony, you’ll have to cook it yourself. 

There will be a few other changes, which we’ll talk about in this report. But 
we’re confident that when the first Virtual World Fantasy Convention is 
over, you won’t want the fun to end.

We’ll see you online in October!

Ginny and Pam
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THE PROGRAM IS COMPLETE! 
One of the things that makes World Fantasy Convention unique among  
other conventions is the large number of professionals that comprise its 
membership. When a huge percentage of attendees to the annual gathering are 
multipublished in the genre, that makes for a first-rate program. This year is 
no exception. The authors and other professionals who will participate in the 
program have their fingers on pulse of the fantasy and horror genres, and we’re 
eager to hear them discuss some fascinating and informative topics. Check out 
the schedule and list of discussion panel topics on our website. We’ll add the 
panelists’ names as they are confirmed.

REGISTRATION 
The attending membership rate for the Virtual World Fantasy Convention 
2020 is $125 USD. 
You may register online at www.wfc2020.org/registration. Payment can be 
made electronically through PayPal, Venmo, or the Cash App. Your personal 
information will be kept strictly confidential. Please read our privacy statement 
in English, Spanish, or French at www.wfc2020.org/policies.

AUTOGRAPH SESSION 
Due to the restrictions inherent in an online event, the typical Autograph 
Reception and signing isn’t possible this year. We’re disappointed, and we know 
you are too. We’ve investigated many options, but the details involved in host-
ing around 150 authors in any sort of signing event are staggering. But don’t 
worry! We’re making use of today’s technology to collect digital signatures from 
WFC members that will be included in the Souvenir Book. While you may not 
be able to get that book signed this year, you’ll have far more autographs than 
you would have been able to collect in person. Plus, you’ll have opportunities 
to interact with many of our program participants online in informal breakout 
sessions. So, you can still chat with the folks who write the books you love.

BRANDON  
SANDERSON

TRACY AND LAURA 
HICKMAN



THE PLATFORM
When we set out to design a virtual convention, we established a set of goals. 
At the top of the list was ease of use. What good is an online convention if the 
technology is so complicated people can’t figure it out? Or if they get so frus-
trated they aren’t able to enjoy the event because their blood pressure skyrockets 
while trying to access it? Our Virtual Task Force looked at multiple options and 
evaluated the pros and cons of each. When we saw a demonstration of Crowd-
Compass, we knew we’d found our platform. It’s easy to access, and the naviga-
tion is intuitive. Want to see which artists are exhibiting this year? Click on “Art 
Show.” Curious about who’s attending? Click on “Attendees” and scroll through 
an alphabetized list, complete with pictures. If you recognize someone, click on 
their name, and check out their profile and bio, social media links, even pictures 
they’ve chosen to display. Then send them a message and arrange to meet in one 
of the breakout rooms. It really is that easy!

The Virtual World Fantasy Convention 2020 event app will open on October 
16, so you’ll have plenty of time to sign in, pretty up your profile, and check 
out all the cool stuff being offered at this year’s convention. We’ll hold training 
sessions for members beginning then. Watch your email for more information.

CONVENTION TIME ZONE
Hosting a virtual convention has its challenges, and one of them is timing. On 
a positive note, people from across the globe will be participating in their first 
WFC this year because they don’t have the financial burden of travel and lodg-
ing. That’s awesome! This year we’ll have a truly World Fantasy Convention. We 
have participating members from eighteen different countries—and a bunch of 
different time zones. We had to choose one to be the “official” time zone for the 
convention, so we chose Mountain Daylight Time (MDT), which is Salt Lake 
City’s time zone.

That means when the first session begins on Thursday afternoon at 3:00 p.m., it 
will be 7:00 a.m., Friday, for our Australian participants. To make up for that, 
we plan to schedule programming in the evenings and even into the night. For 
example, a session at 7:00 p.m. MDT will be 11:00 a.m. the following day in 
Australia.  And to further complicate matters (because 2020 has been the year 
of complications!) daylight savings time in Utah ends at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, 
November 1st. That means we set clocks back an hour. Confused? No worries! 
Our CrowdCompass app has the ability to display the schedule in your pre-
ferred time zone.
 
OPENING CEREMONY
We’ve planned a special treat for you during our opening ceremony. One of 
our toastmasters, Tracy Hickman, is preparing entertainment especially for the 
participants of WFC 2020. Following Tracy’s performance, we’ll introduce this 
year’s guests and outline the convention’s program. You won’t want to miss this! 
The opening ceremony will take place at 6:00 p.m. MDT on Thursday, October 
29th, 2020.



PRE-CONVENTION SESSIONS
We sent out a questionnaire, and the response was overwhelming! WFC  
attendees want to talk about skills and how to and other craft-related topics. 
We’ve arranged for some of the genre’s best instructors to present  
pre-convention workshops, available to all WFC 2020 members at no  
additional fee! Pre-convention online work-shops will be offered by David 
Farland, M. Todd Galloglass, and more! No extra registration required. The 
pre-convention offerings are included in your Virtual World Fantasy  
Convention membership.

INTERACT ONLINE!
Yes, we know a virtual convention is different from an in-person gathering. We 
get that. And we’re sorry that you won’t be able to go to BarCon 2020 to belly 
up to the bar in the hotel lounge and discuss your novel with the high-pro-
file editors and agents who are attending. We can’t help that, but we can offer 
an alternative. WFC 2020 will host evening breakout rooms, where you can 
virtually interact with your fellow WFC members. Have an interest in a specific 
sub-genre of fantasy or horror? Join your fellow enthusiasts in a breakout room 
for an informal chat about the stuff that’s important to you. Or pop over to a 
party room to celebrate a book launch!

Plus, this year’s program includes a first-ever WFC offering—kaffeeklatches 
with industry professionals! These will be limited to small groups and available 
on a first-come-first-served basis. Watch your email for more information.

2020 WORLD FANTASY AWARD CEREMONY
Grab a glass of your favorite beverage and join us online for the World Fantasy 
Award ceremony on Sunday, November 1, 2020, at 3:00 p.m. MDT. Toast-
masters Tracy and Laura Hickman will speak, and we’ll hear from our honored 
guests as well. The ceremony will be conducted live. 

Congratulations to all the nominees. Haven’t seen the list? You’ll find it here: 
https://www.wfc2020.org/world-fantasy-award. We’re happy that many of the 
nominees will participate in this year’s Virtual World Fantasy Convention. We’ll 
be able to hear them discuss a variety of topics in the panel discussions and chat 
with them in breakout rooms. 

Huge congratulations go to the 2020 Lifetime Achievement award winners, 
Karen Joy Fowler and Rowena Morrill. You’ll see Karen online during the 
convention, and she’ll be on hand to accept her award at the ceremony. She’s 
also written an essay on “Magic” for this year’s souvenir book that you don’t 
want to miss. And don’t miss the spread in the souvenir book featuring a 
sampling of Rowena’s amazing artwork.



Taylor Abbott
Lauren Abbott
Christine Abela
Jen Albert
Colin Alexander
Nancy J Anderson
Christie Anderson
Kat Angeli
K.S. Anglesey
Darren Askins
Ashlin M. Awerkamp
Renee Babcock
Eugen Bacon
David H Bailey
Scott M. Baker
Tracey Baptiste
Parker Barkdull
Laura VanArendonk 
Baugh
Greg Bear
Astrid Bear
Amy Beatty
Diana Benedict
Todd Bennett
Sherri Benoun
Marina Berlin
Pat Bezzant
Korea Black
Sonja A Bock
K.B. Bogen
Gwenda  Bond
Alex Bostwick
Keyan Bowes
A. Bradbury
Matthew Braithwaite
Sierra Branham
Marie Brennan
E.A. Brenner
A.G. Bryant
Troy Carrol Bucher
Sue Bursztynski
D.J. Butler
Colleen R. Cahill

Bill Capossere
Brenda Carre
Siobhan Carroll
Joshua Chadd
Ann Chamberlin
Curtis C. Chen
Jonathan G. Chew
Mandy Chew
Frank Chick
Paige L. Christie
Nino M Cipri
T. Aaron Cisco
Sarah clemens
Christi Clogston
Howard Cohen
Franklin C. Coleman
C. S. E. Cooney
Katie Cordy
Michelle Cori
Mackenzie Kiera Cox
Donald S. Crankshaw
Tom Crepeau
Janine Cross
Julie E. Czerneda
Scott Danielson
Ellen Datlow
N.E. Davenport
Daniel Delgado
Jennifer DellaZanna
Christy Delliskave
Robert Devereaux
Dave Doering
John Douglas
David Drake
Andy Duncan
Robert A Dundes
Carla R Dundes
Sarah Beth Durst
Richard F. Dutcher
K. Eason
Shayne Easson
Nathan Edwards
Bob  Eggleton

Thomas Eivins
Oghenechovwe Donald 
Ekpeki
Eva L. Elasigue
Shelley Ellington
Brian Evenson
Jane Fancher
Jennie Faries
David Farland
Thomas Fawkes
Stephanie Fazio
Kristen J Felstehausen
Bayla Fine
Cassiopeia L Fletcher
Jo Fletcher
Ian Fletcher
Jessica Fluegel
Korryn J Flynn
Penelope Flynn
Susan J Forest
Karen Joy Fowler
Joseph Fredrickson
Marilyn Gallagher
M Todd Gallowglas
Jayrod P. Garrett
Gordon Van Gelder
Paul Genesse
Jessica Day George
Myriah Gibbons
Melva Gifford
Kristy S. Gilbert
Sheila Gilbert
Jean Gill
Molly Gloss
Jean Goddin
Laura E. Goodin
Tanya Karen Gough
Adam Garrett Grams
Wendelin Gray
Catherine Green
Rebecca J. Greenwood
Lisa Gregg
Sarah Grey

Jessica Guernsey
Iver C Gullixson
Eileen  Gunn
Carol Gyzander
Paul D. Haggerty
Joe Haldeman
Odin Hartshorn 
Halvorson
David Hampton
Summer Hanford
Lorna Hansmann
Mark Harbinger
Brianna A Hardy
Michael Harmon
Charlaine Harris
Michael F. Haspil
Andrew Hatchell
Kate Heartfield
Alyc Helms
Cavan Helps
Rosalyn Helps
Tony Henrichsen
Louise Herring-Jones
Laurel Anne Hill
Jessica A Hilt
Charles Hitchcock
Lynette Hoag
Nina Kiriki Hoffman
Akua Lezli Hope
David R Hopkinson
T. Alan Horne
Rich Horton
Thaddeus Howze
Sharan Hoyle
C.H. Hung
Brady Hunsaker
M.K. Hutchins
Kristin Janz
Kathleen Jennings
Marsha E. Jones
Bryan A. Jones
Heather L. Jones
Esther Jones

PUBLIC LIST OF WORLD FANTASY CONVENTION 2020 MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP LIST 
The membership list published here contains the name of members of  
Virtual World Fantasy Convention 2020 at press time. An up-to-date list of 
those members who have given us permission to publish their names can be 
found at www.wfc2020.org/members, along with links to many of the  
members’ websites or social media. We invite you to click over to these websites 
and check out their books, art, and other works. If you think your name should 
be on this list or if a change is needed, please contact Angela Wilson, the WFC 
2020 Registration Committee Head, at registration@wfc2020.org. 
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ART SHOW 
The World Fantasy Convention Art Show features a collection of some of the 
best in fantasy art. This year’s art show will be a little different. Artists will still be 
juried, so you can be sure every one of them produces quality art that is worthy 
of your personal collection. We’re planning a full line-up of Artist Sketchbook 
Tours, where you can interact directly with the artists, ask questions, see them in 
their studios, and perhaps watch a demonstration of their creative process.

 ARTISTS: To apply for this year’s art show, visit our website: 
https://www.wfc2020.org/art-show, or direct questions to Logan, the Art Show 
Committee Head at art@wfc2020.org.

DEALERS’ ROOM 
What would World Fantasy Convention be without a robust dealers’ room, 
where members can shop for new and collectible books by participating authors 
or perhaps purchase a piece of hand-crafted fantasy jewelry? We are excited to of-
fer a great shopping experience in this year’s dealers’ room. And here’s a preview: 
one of our dealers, Ken Sanders, has appeared as an appraiser on television’s 
“Antiques Roadshow” and is prepared to share his expertise with us!

DEALERS: we are accepting applications now. Visit this page for details:  
www.wfc2020.org/dealers-room. Please direct questions to Scott Minor, the 
Dealers’ Room Committee Head, at dealer@wfc2020.org 

VIRTUAL BOOK BAG 
Upon check-in, every attending member of an in-person World Fantasy Con-
vention receives a complimentary bag containing fantasy and science fiction 
books. This year we won’t have a physical bag—we’ll have a virtual one instead! 
Our virtual book bag will include eBooks donated by publishers and authors. 
Attending members won’t get only fifteen or so books—everyone will get all the 
books! At press time our Virtual Book Bag contains almost 80 eBooks! There will 
be no need for a book trade table, because you’ll have access to every book you 
want to read. And here’s something really exciting: our author Guest of Honor, 
Stephen Gallagher, has assembled a special collection of his short fiction exclu-
sive to World Fantasy Convention 2020! That eBook will be in the Virtual Book 
Bag, along with many others.

Book donations are now being accepted. For more information visit this page of 
our website: https://www.wfc2020.org/sponsorships 



CONVENTION POLICY  
We want our convention to be a safe, comfortable, and enjoyable experience for 
all of us. The convention committee and the sponsoring organization have set 
the following standards of expected behavior which apply to everyone.

We at World Fantasy Convention 2020 are sensitive to the challenges ethnic 
minorities face in today’s environment. WFC2020 abhors the inequalities 
African Americans are confronted with in policing and other aspects of society, 
and we stand with them. Equity, and inclusion are at the heart of our vision of 
diversity for our Virtual World Fantasy Convention 2020. We are committed 
to ensuring that all minorities are given equal opportunities to participate in all 
aspects of the online convention. We recognize that diversity in literature and 
art enriches the fantasy and horror genres, and we are here to embrace it.

CODE OF CONDUCT 
Every attendee of WFC 2020 is entitled to a harassment-free convention  
experience regardless of gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, 
race, national origin, or religion. Harassment to any person or group of persons 
will not be tolerated. 
 
Harassment includes—but is not limited to—threats of inappropriate contact, 
unwelcome sexual attention, offensive verbal comments, deliberate intimida-
tion, both on- and offline stalking or following someone, taking harassing pho-
tography or recordings, sending inappropriate instant messages either public or 
private, displaying inappropriate content while screen sharing, and disrupting 
talks or other events. Anyone asked to stop any harassing behavior is expected 
to comply immediately.  A request to “stop” or “go away” means exactly that. 
“Yes” means Yes, “No” means NO, and “maybe some other time” also means 
NO. Please take No for an answer, for everything from simple social requests to 
intimate encounters. 

If anyone engages in harassing behavior, the convention committee may warn 
the offender, remove the offender from the virtual event, or expel the offender 
from the convention with no refund at the discretion of the Chair and Vice-
Chair. These rules apply for all virtual events hosted, presented, and offered by 
the convention. 



HARASSMENT 
If you feel that you are being discriminated against or harassed, or if you 
notice someone violating convention policies, we respectfully suggest the 
following:

1.	 If you feel comfortable doing so, point out the inappropriate behavior to 
the person(s) involved. Often this will solve the problem immediately.

2.	 If you do not feel comfortable talking with the person(s) involved or if 
talking to them does not resolve the issue, please report the situation,  
immediately to a Board member, a Convention Committee member, 
Operations Staff, the Registration Staff or the site moderation staff. 
Please try to provide a name(s), username(s), and/or description of the 
malicious content posted by the person(s) involved.

3.	 In order to take action, we need to know about any incidents during the 
convention event. Please know that we will take action upon our notifi-
cation. Issues can also be reported later to Ginny Smith at ChairGinny@
wfc2020.org, or through a direct message in the CrowdCopass app.

4.	 We will respect the wishes of the affected parties within the constraints 
of law. Please note that if the form of harassment violates the law, we are 
obligated to report it to the appropriate authorities.

5.	 We may share information about policy violations and violators with the 
World Fantasy Board and future World Fantasy Conventions.

ACCESSIBILITY 
We are committed to providing the best possible experience to all our at-
tendees, including those who need visual or auditory interpretive assistance, 
or who require other assistance. If you need special assistance, please contact 
ChairGinny@wfc2020.org as soon as possible.

Please read the complete policy statement, including restrictions on photog-
raphy, the use of online badges, and our privacy statement, on our website: 
https://www.wfc2020.org/policies
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